S 


| U. S. ASSEMBLY REPORT . 

Concluded 

Cc. . THE CHURCH’S CONTRI- 
| BUTION TO CRIME... . 


..K. J. Foreman. . Page 15 


i. ASSEMBLY APPOINT- 
| USA MODERATOR INTER- 
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VU flatii, is. Us 


The U. S. Assembly at a Glance 


(Continued from last week) 


Stand against segregation registers larger vote than last year—289-109. .. . 
Efforts to restrain Christian Relations Council are defeated. . . . World Missions 
Board is asked to reappraise its attitude toward the Japan International Christian 
University, in consultation with the Japan Mission. . . . Assembly disclaims re- 
sponsibility for Montreat College and makes final $50,000 payment in response 
to appeal to aid in its dissolution. . . . Unity with Diversity report received as 
information. . . .Assembly raises per capita tax to 16¢ in order to make annual 
meeting self-sustaining. . . . Usual date of meeting set for last week in April, 
though 1956 meeting at Montreat will be May 24 (same date as USA Assembly). 
. . . Pleas are made for emergency support of lagging Negro Work Campaign 
payments in crder to claim $100,000 conditional gift. . . . Sessions and pastors are 
admonished to support church’s benevolences. . . . Church members called to 
total abstinence from alcoholic beverages. . . . Study of causes of juvenile de- 
linquency urged for churches along with program for total needs of people... . 
Purpose and usefulness of United Nations affirmed. ... Presbyteries and sessions 
urged to deal with ministers guilty of public offenses. .. . Committees to continue 
study of Christianity and Health; Marriage and Divorce. . . . New committees to 
be named to (1) revise Book of Church Order; (2) study eligibility of women to 
be elders and deacons; (3) study professional education of lay workers; (4) prob- 
lems faced by federated and united Presbyterian congregations. 











Letters to the Editors 





‘Know They Are Wrong but Need Some Proof’ 





Curse of Noah (cf. Mar. 14) 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The colored 4-H clubs of my area have 
asked permission to use the camp site and 
facilities for their camp after the white 
children have finished. ...I am running 
into considerable opposition to this. 

I did not know that such ideas still pre- 
vail, but some people take the position 
that God put a curse on the black man 
during the time of Noah and he deserves 
no consideration from the white man. I 
know they are wrong, but I need some 
proof. 

THE OvuTLooK published an interesting 
and informative article by Dr. E. T. 
Thompson a few weeks ago (Mar. 14) 
which completely nullified this idea... . 
Would you be able to send copies?... 

NAME. 


e NOTE—Copies of the March 14 issue 
are still available at 6 for $1, with two 
important explanations by Dr. Thompson, 
an article by G. T. Gillespie upholding 
segregation, and two articles by Donald 
G. Miller and John H. Marion showing 
that Biblically or on other grounds it is 
untenable. 


Mixed Terminology 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Each year when the time arrives for 
colleges and universities to close their 
school year we have a barrage of strange 
terminology. “Baccalaureate,” having to 
do with the academic procedure of con- 
ferring a bachelor’s degree, is used in 
connection with the religious service, 
and not for the academic occasion. The 
definition which Webster gives for bac- 
calaureate places the academic occasion 
first, and the religious service second. 

Also I am baffled by the term “com- 
mencement.” I can see nothing appro- 
priate in it. 

Since your paper uses these terms in 
the popular parlance, will you be so good 
as to justify them? 

F. B. McDoweELL. 
Cordell, Okla. 

e NOTE—Sorry, but we have never at- 
tempted to justify this usage. We merely 
follow academicians. It is certainly ob- 
vious that the frequent use of “bacca- 
laureate” to refer to high school occa- 
sions cannot be justified. However, if we 
are concerned with root meanings, we 
are led to stranger things than references 
to degrees, like laurel berries, vassal 
farmers, young men, and cows (cf. any 
good dictionary). 


Not “Northern” Presbyterian 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The term “Northern Presbyterian” is a 
misnomer when applied to the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of 
America. The term however is persistent- 
ly used in communications to the religious 
as well as to the secular press. 

New Orleans Presbytery requested the 
recent Assembly at Los Angeles to approve 
for popular use the name “National Pres- 
byterian” as a more accurate designation 
than the term “Northern.” The Assembly 
declined to take action on the ground that 
it was incompetent to legislate on a popu- 


lar name. The Assembly, however, while 
declining to approve for popular use a 
more appropriate designation than the sec- 
tional name “Northern,” did not interdict 
the popular use of the designation, “Na- 
tional,” a name more in accord with the 
church whose activities extend from Alas- 
ka to Puerto Rico, and from Maine to 
California. The church papers could help 
correct the erroneous and prejudicial use 
of the term “Northern” and encourage the 
use of the name more descriptive of the 
nationwide outreach of the Presbyterian 
Church in the USA. 

The suggestion is not new. 
yeneral Synod declared, 

“Our church judicatories are sessions, 
presbyteries and synods, to which it is 
now in contemplation to add, the NaTionaL 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.” The General 
Synod appointed a committee.to prepare 
for THE NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
a book of Discipline and Government— 
Presbyterian Digest 1922, Vol. II, page 92. 

F. H. Form 


In 1786, the 


New Orleans, La. 


Church’s Lethargy 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


As a minister of the U.S. Church, I 
continue to marvel at the lethargy of our 
church. Why do we so often pray God’s 
forgiveness “for leaving undone things 
which ought to be done” and close our 
eyes to the opportunities to do them? 

Church after church across our Assem- 
bly, and certainly across the Synod of 
Texas is intent on “being big”’—is setting 
its sights for church extension, not by 
recognized needs, but by the bigness of its 
own congregation. With vision dimmed 
by the prospect of “bigness,” churches 
and ministers ignore areas crying (and 
spiritually dying) for churches, saying, 
“We'll colonize when we have 500 (or 
maybe 1,000) members.” 

There are many excuses offered by this 
sleeping church of ours: “We don’t have 
the money,” ‘““We don’t have the ministers” 
—-excuses which make one sick at heart. 
We all know of churches which “cut their 
benevolences to the bone” because they 
are in a building program; too few are the 
churches willing (as one to my knowl- 
edge) to withdraw from building funds 
in order that benevolences be paid. We 
all know of ministers who could preach 
at an early service in an unchurched area, 
and have both time and energy to be back 
in their own congregations at 11 A.M. 
Perhaps the answer to the ministerial 
shortage lies in our failure as a church 
to show our best young men that we mean 
business about the Lord’s business. 

A fine young Baptist minister of my 
acquaintance was brought up in a Pres- 
byterian Church of a nearby town. Un- 
touched by the “status quo” approach of 
his own church and denomination, he was 
challenged by another, has graduated from 
college and seminary, and is doing out- 
standing work in a new city church. 

If our church’s “Forward With Christ” 
program is to be anything more than an- 
other promotional program, our ministers 
and church must awaken from their sleep. 


Joun B. ELDER. 
Sinton, Texas 


Women in the Church 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


William L. Banks (OUTLOOK, May 23) 
cites the following Biblical passages in 
support of his position against the ordina- 
tion of women: “Let the women learn in 
silence with all subjection. But I suffer 
not a woman to teach, nor to usurp author- 
ity over the man, but to be in silence” 
(I. Tim. 2: 11-12). “Let your women keep 
silence in the churches; for it is not per- 
mitted unto them to speak; for it is a 
shame for women to speak in the church” 
(I. Cor. 14: 34-35). 

Several questions now arise. 

1. Should the church allow women to 
attend theological Seminaries to become 
Directors of Religious Education? 

2. Should the church allow women to 
speak at congregational meetings? 

3. Should the church allow women to 
teach in Sunday School? 

4. Should the church allow women to 
sing in choirs? 

Certainly if Paul’s words regarding the 
participation of women in the activities of 
the church are to be followed with respect 
to ordination, how can we deny the ap- 
plicability of his explicit instructions with 
respect to the church activities listed 
above? 

What shall we do with these Scriptures 
now? Cut them out? 

PETER and Mary FRAN Lrmassi. 
New York, N. Y. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


ALUMNUS-OF-THE-YEAR 


Alumni of Presbyterian College (S. C.) 
have named Henry M. Brimm, Union Sem- 
inary (Va.) librarian as their Alumnus- 
of-the-Year, with the citation scheduled 
for homecoming day next fall. 

Dr. Brimm has been the UTS librarian 
since 1930 and has led in the development 
of the library both in its physical equip- 
ment and in its far-reaching service. 





EARNED DEGREES 


McCormick Seminary—Master of The- 
ology, Benzion C. Kaganoff. 

Princeton Seminary—Th. M.—L. T. Al- 
men, E. F. Bennett, M. J. Buss, P. A. Han- 
son, Raymond Harms, L. S. Hay, J. W. 
Kennedy, B. H. Kenrick, Louis Kreszturi, 
D. B. Klusmeyer, K. Koyama, J. F. Little, 
W. P. Lytle, W. W. Matz, W. S. McPheat, 
J. T. Mizuki, R. L. Montgomery, S. T. 
Moon, D. R. Moorefield, J. A. Nichols, H. 
H. Oliver, T. D. Peterson, N. C. Roe, W. 
G. Sager, A. D. Scrimgeour, D. S-C. Tan, 
H. O. Tollefson, J. F. VanDyke. 

Princeton Seminary, Doctors of The- 
ology—W. G. J. Hards, J. J. Heller, C. S. 
Mackenzie, Jr., J. McC. Robinson, A. A. 
Rodriquez, Geo. Stob, R. L. Strong. 


HONORARY DEGREES 

Davis and Elkins (W. Va.)—LL. D.: E. 
L. R. Elson, Washington, D. C.; Mason 
Crickard, Charleston, W. Va.; D. D.: 
Arnold B. Poole, Logan, W. Va.; Warner 
DuBose, Jr., Elkins, W. Va. 

Lake Forest (Ill.)—L. H. D.: Everett D. 
Graff, John W. McCracken, Chicago; LL. 
D.: Lawrence A. Kimpton, University of 
Chicago. 

Coe (lowa)—L. H. D.: James Cash Pen- 
ney, Philadelphia; Thomas Munro, Cleve- 
land Museum of Art; Litt. D.: Allen Tate, 
University of Minnesota. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 2 North Sixth Street, Richmond 29, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 








OL 


Vo 


sen 
wit 
as | 
Mc 
sen 
Mz 
the 


on 
oth 


its 


Ch 
his 


for 
Wil 


23) 


ina- 
1 in 
ffer 
hor- 
ice” 
creep 
per- 
isa 
ch” 


1 to 
ome 


1 to 
n to 
n to 


- the 
2s of 
pect 
. ap- 
with 
isted 


ures 


. &) 
Sem- 
nnus- 
luled 


arian 
ment 
quip- 


The- 


r. Al- 
Han- 


zturi, 
uittle, 
heat, 
Ss. 3. 
ls, H. 
ve, W. 
. Tan, 


D.: E. 
Mason 
» D.: 
Varner 


rett D. 
0; LL. 
sity of 


h Pen- 
Cleve- 
1 Tate, 


utlook 
2-9492; 








Che Presbyterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 137. No. 23. June 20, 1955. 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





J. S. ASSEMBLY SUSTAINS EMPHASES OF RECENT YEARS 


(Continued from last week) 
Sunday’s schedule provided the As- 
sembly communion at Second church, 
with Charles L. King, Houston, Texas, 
as the preacher. Henry E. (Jeb) Russell, 
Montgomery, Ala., preached at the As- 
sembly service at Grace Covenant church. 
Many other Presbyterian ministers filled 

the pulpits of Richmond churches. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville Sem- 
inary president who has been chairman 
of the Assembly’s committee on coopera- 
tion and union, introduced the fraternal 
delegates to the afternoon session. These 
were R. C. Grier, Greenville, S. C., Asso- 
ciate. Reformed pastor and former presi- 
dent of Erskine College; W. S. McMunn, 
United Presbyterian, Butler, Pa.; and C. 
Ralston Smith, First (USA) church, Ok- 
lahoma City. 


“Rejected Suitor”’ 


Dr. Smith said he had never before 
stood in the role of a rejected suitor . If 
he could play the part of John Alden, he 
would do so. He expressed his sense 
of debt to the U. S. church. He said he 
can't see much difference between the 
U.S. and USA churches. Extensive and 
wholehearted work is carried on in Ok- 
lahoma City by what he called “four of 
the split peas of the Presbyterian pod” 
—U. S., USA, Cumberland and United. 

He referred to Dr. Boggs’ (the former 
U. S. Moderator) word of regret to the 
Los Angeles Assembly, that the reunion 
efforts failed (OUTLOOK, June 6). 

“I am sorry too,” said Dr. Smith. “I 
am more sorry for some of the things you 
said about us that are not true. I am not 
a liberal and a multitude of our men are 
not liberal... . I thank God for a church 
(the USA) that, like yours, bases its au- 
thority on the word of God.” 

He referred to the Assembly statement 
on the Marian Year (OuTLOOK, May 9) 
deploring any church that substitutes any 
other authority for the word of God. 

The (USA) church, he said, takes as 
its main business witnessing to Jesus 
Christ, to the whole world, to all sections 
of society, to every man in all parts of 
his life. 

_In his appeal for continued joint ef- 
torts, he said, “To whatever degree you 
Will make it possible for us to work with 





Presbyterian, U. S. 
SYNOD MEETINGS 


Tennessee, S’western, Memphis, June 14, 
730 p.m. 
Missouri (with USA), Columbia, June 
20, 5:30. 

Arkansas, College, Batesville, June 21, 





~] 


West Va., Elkins, June 27, 10:00. 
Appalachia, Rogersville, Tenn., June 28, 
1:30 (EST). 

Alabama, Montgomery, ist ch, June 28, 


Mississippi, Belhaven, Jackson, June 28, 
7:30. 

Virginia, Hampden-Sydney, 
2:00. 

North Carolina. Barium Springs, July 
12, 2:30. 

Oklahoma, Wewoka, July 12, 2:30. 

Georgia, Athens 1st ch, July 12, 3:00. 

Kentucky (with USA), Danville, July 
19, 2:00. . 

Louisiana, Baton Rouge Monte Sano ch, 
July 19, 2:30. 

Texas, Waco Ist ch, July 19, 7:30. 

South Carolina, Clinton, July 26, 8:00. 

Florida, Orlando, 1st ch, Sept. 20, 2:30. 


July 12, 





you, we stand ready to work with you in 
the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


Evanston Echoes 

Davidson’s President J. R. Cunning- 
ham spoke of the World Council Assem- 
bly at Evanston, Ill., last summer and 
of the scope of the work. He introduced 
Colonel Francis P. Miller, Charlottes- 
ville, Va., another of the U. S. church’s 
delegates, who told of the importance of 
the World Council’s effort in terms of 
striking personalities in crucial areas of 
the world who are members of “‘the visible 
church catholic .. . in every nation.” In 
stressing the Presbyterian doctrine of the 
church (as set forth in the Book of 
Church Order), Colonel Miller urged the 
necessity of making “the visible church 
catholic, visible’ by breaking down the 
barriers between men. 


SUNDAY NIGHT 

A crowd of 4,000 people joined in a 
celebration at Richmond’s Mosque to 
mark the 200th anniversary of the found- 
ing of Hanover Presbytery, from which 
the U. S. church has grown. James R. 
Sydnor of the Assembly’s Training School 
led a 200-voice chorus in hymns and an- 
thems. A historical movie, “Heritage,” 
was shown, and Warner L. Hall, pastor 


of the Covenant church, Charlotte, N. C., 
delivered a challenging message, “Worthy 
of Tomorrow.” 

The church of the future, he said, will 
be (1) up to date; (2) made up of people 
who care; (3) a church that loves; (4) 
it will speak an eternal word of God. 


MONDAY MORNING 

The Assembly settled down to the final 
two days of strenuous work. James Cogs- 
well, missionary to Japan, led the wor- 
ship. The Bills and Overtures commit- 
tee resumed its work which was begun 
Saturday afternoon. S. A. Gates, Salis- 
bury, N. C., was chairman. Only item 
to stimulate debate concerned a proposal 
which the committee described as de- 
signed to relax present restrictions on 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper, where it 
is specified that the elements shall be 
served ‘“‘to none who are not then present 
in the congregation.” The committee 
asked that permission of the presbytery 
be secured and that elders and others ac- 
company ministers for such services. It 
was pointed out that no such restriction 
as the committee felt is imposed, that the 
original wording was designed to forbid 
priestly administration of private sacra- 
ments. The proposed change was finally 
defeated. 


Status of Women 

Adopted without debate was a proposal 
dealing with the status of women in the 
church. An ad interim committee will 
study the request of Suwannee Presbytery 
about women speaking in the church 
courts. It will also study the eligibility 
of women to hold the offices of elder and 
deacon. 

John A. Richardson, Shreveport, La., 
attorney, reported for Judicial Business. 
Most significant step taken in connection 
with this report calls for an ad interim 
committee of six to make a 3-to-5 year 
revision of the Book of Church Order. 
Many overtures to the 1955 Assembly 
were referred to this committee. 

A committee is to be named to make a 
comprehensive study of the professional 
education of lay leaders, including Direc- 
tors of Christian Education. 

Two judicial commissions named by 
the Assembly reported. One sustained 
the complaint of J. W. Marshall against 
the Synod of Florida for tabling a protest 
and not entering it in its records. The 








other did not sustain the complaint of 
Mrs. T. H. English against the Synod 
of Georgia (OvuTLOOK, June 13). 

A. Walton Litz, Little Rock, Ark., in- 
surance executive, reported for Annuities 
and Relief. He said the A&R invest- 


1955 Assembly Appointments 


Named by the 


Moderator, J. McDowell Richards. 

Stated Clerk, E. C. Scott; assistant, 
Archie C. Smith; temporary clerks, T. B. 
Roddey, S. H. Long, Sam Riccobene. 

Nominating Committee (named by the 
Moderator): 1958: — J. Wayte Fulton, 
Miami, Fla.; Roy R. Craig, Idabel, Okla.; 
J. R. MeCain, Decatur, Ga. 

Annuities and Relief, 1958: Will M. 
Richardson, Tyler, Texas; W. E. Phifer, 
Jr., Kansas City, Mo.; Geo. H. Vick, 
Charleston, W. Va.; C. W. Bailey, Clarks- 
ville, Tenn.; Miriam Schmidt, San An- 
tonio, Texas; J. M. Walker, Jr., Roanoke 
Rapids, N. C. 

Permanent Judicial Committee, 1958— 
Dean John W. Wade; Gov. Robt. F. Ken- 
non, La.; Harry K. Holland, Marietta, Ga. 

Women’s Work, 1958—James Sprunt, 
Raleigh, N. C.; Mrs. Jos. G. Walker, For- 
est City, N. C.; Mrs. H. B. Whitaker, Pe- 
tersburg, Tenn.; Mrs. A. R. Craig, Ruther- 
fordton, N .C.; Helen Vass, Orlando, Fla.; 
Mrs. Morrell DeReign, Caruthersville, 
Mo. 

General Council, 1958—Harry A. Fifield, 
Atlanta, Ga., replacing P. D. Miller. 

Office of General Assembly, 1958—Felix 
B. Gear, Decatur. Ga.; Frank P. Anderson, 
St. Petersburg, Fla.; D. R. Greenhoe, 
Sweetwater, Tenn.; R. E. Wilgus, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Jn. V. Matthews, Fayetteville, Tenn.; 
McAlister Carson, Sr., Charlotte, N. C. 

Trustees, General Assembly, 1958: T. S. 
McPheeters, Charlotte, N. C.; C. Grattan 
Price, Harrisonburg, Va.; J. C. Lawrence, 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Trustees, Historical Foundation, 1958: 
Chas. D. Parker, Asheville, N. C.; Dr. 
Hamilton W. McKay, Charlotte, N. C.; 
D. M. Chalmers, Richmond, Va.; 1956: W. 
T. McElroy, Louisville, Ky., replacing Jn. 
A. Redhead, Jr. 

Church Extension, 1958: Geo. Mauze, 
San Antonio, Texas; R. A. Huie, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Moses E. James, Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
E. T. Thompson, Richmond, Va.; Mrs. S. 
A. Robinson, Sr., Jackson, Miss.; W. H. 
Foster, Jr., Arlington, Va.; Albert C. 
Winn, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Christian Relations Council, 1958: E. T. 
Thompson, Geo. H. Wright, Asheville, 
N. C., from Board of Church Extension; 
W. P. Anderson, Jr., John Spragens, Dr. 
Ruben Crawford, Board of Christian Ed- 
ucation; Harry M. Moffett, World Mis- 
sions; Mrs. Annie Tait Jenkins, Women’s 
Work. Members-at-Large: 1 year: Robt. 
B. MeNeill, Columbus, Ga.; Robt. R. Wil- 
son, Durham, N. C.; 2 years: F. H. Cald- 
well, Louisville, Ky.; Mrs. David Wilson, 
Jackson, Miss.; 3 years: Irvin Elligan, 
Richmond, Va.; John H. Hill, Texas City, 
Texas. 

Lord's Day Alliance: A. R. Bird, Sr., 
Washington, D. C.; C. Grier Davis, Ashe- 
ville, N. C. 

National Council, General Board, 1957: 
Senator W. Kerr Scott replacing Wm. W. 
Akers; 1959: B. R. Lacy, Richmond, Va. 
(Wm. V. Gardner, Lexington, Ky., alter- 
nate); R. A. Farnsworth, Houston, Texas 
(Ed Edens, Okolona, Miss., alternate). 

National Council, General Assembly, 


ments have a slightly higher return than 
the average of insurance companies of the 
nation. A question as to the eventual 
elimination of Joy Gift offerings for min- 
isterial relief brought the reply that the 
annuity fund has not been in operation 


U.S. Assembly 


1961: B. R. Lacy; W. O. Murray, San An- 
tonio, Texas; Mrs. D. R. Freeman, Con- 
cord, Tenn. Alternates: Wm. V. Gardner, 
W. F. Mansell, Vicksburg, Miss.; M. A. 
Macdonald, Clinton, S. C. 

World Council of Churches, 1958: John 
R. Cunningham, Davidson, N. C.; Mrs. W. 
H. Hopper, Louisville, Ky.; Alternates: 
E. D. Grant, Baton Rouge, La.; Miss Janie 
McCutchan, Atlanta, Ga. 

World Presbyterian Alliance, 1961: Hen- 
ry M. Brimm, Richmond, Va.; J. E. Cousar, 
Jr., Savannah. Ga.; Kenneth J. Foreman, 
Louisville, Ky.; W. T. McElroy, Louis- 
ville, Ky. Alternates: R. T. L. Liston, 
Bristol, Tenn.; H. Louis Patrick, St. Louis 
Mo.; W. J. Gipson, Jackson, Miss.; J. N. 
Brown, Gastonia, N. C.; 1959: Mrs. A. Wal- 
ton Litz, Little Rock, Ark., replacing the 
late F. W. A. Bosch. 

Christian Education, 1958: H. B. Ram- 
sey, Athens, Ga.; Wallace M. Alston, De- 
catur, Ga.; Mrs. Norwood Phelps, Jack- 
sonville, Fla.; L. I. Stell, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Halbert M. Jones, Laurinburg, N. C.; Van 
M. Arnold, Greenwood, Miss.; W. T. Mar- 
tin, Jr., Tallahassee, Fla.; 1956: Jn. V. 
Matthews, Fayetteville, Tenn.; Walter R. 
Humphrey, Ft. Worth, Texas; E. C. Ham- 
mond, Atlanta, Ga. 

Stillman College Trustees, 1958: L. W. 
Bottoms, Atlanta, Ga.; S. F. Bryant, L. 
Tennent Lee, Jr., Tuscaloosa, Ala.; E. G. 
McGee, Montgomery, Ala.; W. J. Gipson, 
Jackson, Miss.; Marion Crist, Little Rock, 
Ark.; Mrs. Albert King, Bristol, Tenn.; 
Warren B. Gaw, York, S. C.; 1957: Rich- 
ard R. Potter, Staunton, Va., replacing 
Mrs. W. P. Jacobs. 

Assembly’s Training School, 1958: Mrs. 
J. N. Thomas, Richmond, Va.; Mrs. Julian 
Hutaff, Fayetteville, N. C.; F. H. Olert, 
Richmond, Va.; Mrs. Paul Buckles, New- 
port News, Va.; Philip A. Roberts, Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.; Wm. R. Hill, Richmond, 
Va.; Robt. F. Jones, Ft. Worth, Texas. 

Mountain Retreat Assn. (Montreat), 
1957: Homer MeMillan, Atlanta, Ga.; J. R. 
McGregor, Montreat; J. C. Frist, Mobile, 
Ala.; C. G. McClure, Charlotte, N. C.; Jn. 
K. Johnson, Memphis, Tenn.; R. Bruce 
Brannon, Edinburgh, Scotland; C. H. Pat- 
terson, Bluefield, W. Va.; J. Martin Sin- 
gleton, Oklahoma City; Kenneth S. Keyes, 
Miami; P. F. Howerton, Charlotte, N. C.; 
F. L. Jackson, Davidson, N. C.; Geo. R. 
Norris, Danville. Va.; Floyd Craft, Greens- 
boro, N. C.; Henry Walker, Kinston, N. C.; 
Edwin Morgan, Laurel Hill, N. C. 1956: 
Jn. H. McKinnon, Knoxville, Tenn., replac- 
ing R. H. Crook. 

World Missions, 1958: Mrs. Tate Bird, 
Shelbyville, Ky.; J. E. Cousar, Savannah, 
ja.; Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, Shreveport, La.; 
Jas. A. Jones, Richmond, Va.; F. A. 
Mathes, Birmingham, Ala.; G. Lamar 
Westcott, Dalton, Ga.; A. H. Hollings- 
worth, Jr., Roanoke, Va. 

Presbyterian Survey, 1957: J. K. Rob- 
erts, Danville, Va.; Willis Osborn, At- 
lanta, Ga.; Mrs. Graham Lacy, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; 1956: Warner DuBose, Jr., El- 
kins, W. Va. (replacing D. M. Chalmers) ; 
Wm. M. Sansing, Dallas, Texas. 


long enough; also that inflation has af- 
fected dollar values and increased the 
need. An overture from Mecklenburg 
Presbytery seeking annuity benefits while 
continuing to work was denied on the 
basis that the annuity is computed not on 
the basis of age but on retirement. 

F. L. Jackson, Davidson, N. C., made 
a request for the Presbyterian Founda- 
tion to enable it to comply with legal re- 
quirements in receiving the million-dol- 
lar estate of Dr. Calvin T. Young, Plant 
City, Fla. Dr. Young’s will was made 
without the aid of an attorney and it 
specified that the estate was to go to “The 
Presbyterian Church, Southern Divi- 
sion” instead of “The Presbyterian 
Church, U. 8.” 

Women’s Work was reported by J. 
Phillips Noble, Greenville, S. C. Gifts 
designated by Women of the Church last 
vear, in and through their W.O.C. organ- 
ization, totaled $3,434,762. Sessions are 
asked to cooperate wholeheartedly with 
the women’s program by naming a Ses- 
sional committee for this purpose. 


“Loyalty Oath” 

A. H. Hollingsworth, Jr., Roanoke, 
Va., had the report on the General Coun- 
cil. Chief item of discussion in it con- 
cerned the so-called “loyalty oath”— 
a proposal that a minister coming into 
presbyteries “be reminded of the vital 
importance of supporting the regular 
benevolence causes” of the church and 
that he be asked to agree that he will 
“seek to lead any church of which he may 
become pastor in full support of the of- 
ficial program of the . . . church, includ- 
ing its regular benevolence causes.” 

A two-man minority opposed the com- 
mittee recommendation which had been 
voted 32-3. 

A. W. Kelly, Kannapolis, N. C., one 
of the minority, spoke in opposition say- 
ing that no covenant vows should be add- 
ed without going through constitutional 
processes. He pointed out some causes 
that might not be able to secure conscien- 
tious support. He said, “You either agree 
or as some of us elders do sometime, make 
out like we agree. We sometimes keep 
our mouths shut and you don’t know 
whether we agree or not.” 

E. T. Thompson, Richmond, Va., then 
opposed the proposed step. (L. Nelson 
Bell later came forward to say he did 
not believe it possible for a better state- 
ment to be made than that made by Dr. 
Thompson.) Dr. Thompson pointed to 
current provisions in the Book of Church 
Order dealing with the vows of a minis- 
ter. He said he approved the purpose of 
the recommendation but he said (1) it is 
unnecessary in view of BCO provisions; 
(2) the step, at least in principle, is un- 
constitutional; (3) it is dangerous and 
unwise, for if a presbytery can add to the 
vows in this way it can do so in other 
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written or verbal forms; (4) it is unclear 
as to what specified support is to be re- 
quired; (5) it is improper to attempt to 
bind the conscience of a man in this way. 
He said it is proper for a presbytery to 
ask a minister if he expects to support 
the program and to take action against 
a man who diverts the church’s support 
from its program, but not to require ad- 
vance commitment to every item that 
might become a part of the program. 

Chas. W. McNutt, Charleston, W. Va., 
and L. Nelson Bell opposed the step; 
John Wellford, Memphis, Tenn., and M. 
Elmer Taylor, Jacksonville, Fla., sup- 
ported it. The chairman, Dr. Hollings- 
worth, said the committee simply intended 
to commend certain actions and to remind 
the minister of his vows. 

The Assembly voted by voice to delete 
the recommendation. It did adopt this 
resolution by which the point will be 
emphasized : 

“That the presbytery keep before the 
pastor and Session of each church their 
primary responsibility for support of the 
official program of the church, including 
its regular benevolence causes.” 

The committee’s recommendation that 
the effort to center all Assembly agencies 
in Atlanta be answered in the negative 
was sustained without debate. 

Davidson Phillips, Decatur, Ga., pas- 
tor, spoke to the Assembly on the For- 
ward With Christ goals. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 
Date Changed 


Based on the recommendations of the 
Office of the General Assembly commit- 
tee, by J. Wayte Fulton, Miami, the As- 
sembly took these actions: 


—Declined to change the church year 
(from the calendar year) or to print the 
amount of pastors’ salaries in the Min- 
utes; 

—Set the last week in April as the nor- 
mal date for the Assembly meeting 
(though next year’s at Montreat will con- 
vene May 24); urged that Montreat be the 
frequent meeting place even though the 
earlier date may bring complications 
there; 

—Raised the per capita tax to 16¢ in 
order to put the annual Assembly meeting 
en a_ self-sustaining basis (formerly 
churches or presbyteries have had to pay 
$5,000-$10,000 to entertain the Assembly) ; 

—Authorized the Committee on Office 
of the General Assembly to choose the 
annual meeting place of the Assembly 
instead of having the Assembly do so. 

The Minister and His Work Committee 
report was presented by Massey M. Helt- 
zel, Augusta, Ga. Among other actions 
recommended and approved were: 

—A suggestion to presbyteries that they 
study the compensation of ministers and 
other paid workers within their bounds 
annually with a view to correcting inade- 
quacies; 

—Each presbytery and Session is ask- 
ed to be equally zealous in condemning 
Public offenses of ministers and in con- 


demning unproved charges of such off- 
fenses against them; 
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—Ministers are reminded of the time 
limit on their decision to participate in 
the Federal Social Security program and 
are urged to consult the local Authority 
at once. 


Interchurch Relations 


One of the generally anticipated re- 
ports is always that on Interchurch Rela- 
tions. Following the vote on union and 
possible future steps, it was particularly 
true this year. Advance information, 
however, indicated that the 39-member 
committee would bring a unanimous re- 
port. This was presented by C. Ellis 
Nelson, Austin, Texas, with the appeal 
that the Assembly adopt it as a whole 
and unanimously. It was adopted first 
with what sounded like a half-dozen neg- 
ative votes. On a second trial, it re- 
ceived unanimous adoption, followed, at 
the suggestion of the Moderator, by sing- 
ing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds Our 
Hearts in Christian Love.” This is what 
the report included: 


—The permanent committee on Coop- 
eration and Union was dissolved ‘with 
thanks for its faithfulness in carrying 
out the mandates of recent Assemblies’; 

—The USA and UP Assemblies were 
thanked for responding to the U. S. invi- 
tation to consider union and for their 
readiness to unite; 

—These two Assemblies are to be in- 
formed that the unfavorable vote by the 
U. S. presbyteries “is not to be interpreted 
as a lack of confidence in their churches, 
or as a lack of desire for closer Christian 
fellowship; but is due to the conviction of 
a constitutional majority of our presby- 
teries that the interests of Christ can best 
be served by the continued existence of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., as an inde- 
pendent body”; 

—The Assembly expressed “the hope 
that the cooperative efforts between the 
two bodies which have developed through 
the years may be continued and extend- 
ed”; 

—Boards and other agencies were au- 
thorized to explore and carry out as much 
joint and cooperative activity within the 
spheres of their responsibility “as may 
advance the cause” of Christ; 

—A new Permanent Committee on In- 
terchurch Relations was authorized with 
responsibility for “all problems of inter- 
church relations,” and “more especially” 
with “ways and means for working with 
Presbyterian and other evangelical de- 
nominations in the many fields of common 
efforts’; as well as the various interde- 
denominational agencies; 

—This 19-member Assembly committee 
is to be made up as follows: 16 members 
nominated by the respective synods; one 
by the Board of Women’s Work; plus the 
Moderator and Stated Clerk, ex officiis; no 
member may serve more than two succes- 
sive terms; 

—The new committee may come into 
existence when a majority of the synods 
have chosen their representatives, if the 
need arises, upon call of the Moderator; 
otherwise, as soon as practicable after the 
last of the 16 synods has had opportunity 
to choose its representative; 

—The long list of activities in coopera- 
tion recommended by the former per- 
manent committee was referred to the 
appropriate boards, courts and other agen- 
cies “for such action as they may deem 
wise’”’; 


—The Board of Church Extension is 
asked to consider appointing a Committee 
on Comity to consult with concerned 
groups about competitive or overlapping 
work; 

—An ad interim committee is to work 
with USA and U.P. committees on prob- 
lems of united and federated churches; 

—Sub-committees may be named by the 
Interchurch Relations committee to con- 
fer with USA and U. P. Interchurch Re- 
lations sub-committees as may be neces- 
sary. 


This program adopted by the Assem- 
bly is, in general, what was recommended 
by the joint committees of the three 
churches with the exception of the method 
of naming the committee (by synods 
rather than Assembly) and putting co- 
operative activities into the hands of 
agencies without the intermediate review 
of the committee. 

There was no desire from any source 
that any specific steps toward some plan 
of union be considered and therefore no 
action on that subject was before the As- 
sembly. All the overtures calling for a 
moratorium on discussions of union or 
abolition of an Interchurch Relations 
committee were unanimously declined. 

It was generally understood that sup- 
porters of Presbyterian union took the 
initiative in working out the agreement 
which the Assembly adopted. Some in 
the committee who favored union and 
some who opposed it felt that the new 
committee should be like all other As- 
sembly committees (appointed by it 
rather than by the synods) but, in the 
interests of unanimity, they offered no 
counter recommendation. 


Philadelphia 250th 


The Philadelphia celebration next year 
of the 250th anniversary of the founding 
of the first American presbytery, will, ac- 
cording to Assembly vote, have the fol- 
lowing U. S. participation: 

—Attendance by the Moderator and a 
layman named by him, with reports to be 
made to the U. S. Assembly. (The two 
Assemblies are scheduled to meet at ex- 
actly the same time: May 24.) 

—Each synod is “encouraged to send 
representatives to the (Philadelphia) cel- 
ebration” with synods paying their ex- 
penses; 

—Synods and presbyteries are encour- 
aged to observe the celebration in an ap- 
propriate manner. 


Negro Work Plea 


One of the major emphases in the re- 
port on Church Extension by Thomas M. 
Davis, New Orleans, had to do with de- 
linquent payments to the Negro Work 
Campaign. P. D. Miller, executive sec- 
retary of Church Extension and chairman 
of the campaign, made a plea to the 
Assembly on behalf of this need. 

It was explained that the $2,000,000 
objective was over-pledged but that near- 
ly $500,000 will be needed by Jan. 15, 
1956 if a conditional gift of $100,000 is 
to be claimed. Collections now are run- 
ning approximately $15,000 a month and 








the fear is that receipts will be several 
hundred thousand dollars short. 

It was pointed out that the original 
purposes for which the funds were sought 
and pledged have not been changed (de- 
spite the expressions of some people fol- 
lowing the Supreme Court ruling on seg- 
regation). This money is to go on a 50- 
50 basis to build Negro churches and for 
Stillman College. Those who made 
pledges are being urged to keep them 
paid-up and church members who made 
no pledges are being encouraged to help 
with this need. On many pledges, Dr. 
Miller said, ‘‘not a single dime has been 
paid.” 

Forward With Christ goals in evange- 
lism were set at the addition of one new 
member added to church membership on 
profession of faith for every 15 members, 
and one for each seven on certificate. 

Dr. E. P. McLean, Brownsville, Texas, 
physician, said he is a Presbyterian “‘first, 
last and all the time.” Therefore, he 
said, he objected to the use of “Christian 
Science words in any of our literature.” 
In mentioning the death of an individ- 
ual, one report had substituted the word 
“passing.” At the request of Dr. Mc- 
Lean it was amended. 


MONDAY EVENING 


The Assembly was the guest of Union 
Seminary for a Brunswick stew supper 
on the campus. 

The evening session stressed the mis- 
sionary outreach of the church at home 
and abroad. Church Extension leaders 
were introduced by the new executive sec- 
retary, P. D. Miller, and the Moderator, 
who is chairman of the board, made the 
principal address, underscoring the evan- 
gelistic purpose of its program. 

In speaking of the Christian Relations 
program he said: 

“Whatever else it may be, it is a part 
of the life and work of our church... . 
Some phases of it are controversial. It 
is no wonder that feelings are stirred, 
for there has never been a time when you 
could deal with the problems of men with- 
out troubling them. . .. We have an obli- 
gation to explore the mind of Christ and 
to apply it to the issues of life whether we 
like it or not. Men in America, Africa 
and India and around the world are judg- 
ing the church and judging our Lord by 
what they see or fail to see in us.” 

Dr. Richards pointed to the growth of 
the U. S. church in membership 1941- 
1951. Following the leader, the Nazarene 
church with 37%, came the U. S. church 
with 30%. The USA Presbyterians re- 
corded 24% and the Southern Baptists 
21%. 

He said, “I de not believe our church 
is going to dissipate its energies in fights 
with one another. . . . There is one faith 
that unites us.” 

In the World Missions emphasis six 
missionaries en route to their respective 
fields were presented and Eugene L. Dan- 
iel, candidate secretary, stressed the For- 
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ward With Christ goal: a net gain of 108 
new missionaries in three years. In the 
last ten years, he said, 341 new mission- 
aries have been sent out—more than in 
any previous decade. More than 65% 
of the church’s missionaries have gone to 
their fields in the past 10 years. 


Segregation Vote 

For a little while—long enough for 
a decisive test vote—the Christian Rela- 
tions report on segregation was discussed 
before the Monday afternoon recess. In 
the failure of the substitution of a pro- 
posed minority report by a 3-1 (287-93) 
margin, it was clear that the Assembly 
would renew its word of last year con- 
cemning segregiation. 

Albert C. Winn, Tuscaloosa, Ala., re- 
ported for the majority, denying the Mis- 
sissippi overtures asking that the 1954 
statement be rescinded or that the Chris- 
tian Relations committee be restricted in 
specified ways or abolished. A Lexing- 
ton Presbytery overture asking that the 
1954 statement be reiterated to the Mon- 
treat trustees was answered negatively “in 
the light of efforts now being made by the 
trustees to comply with the action.” 

The minority report wanted the Mis- 
~issippi overtures answered smypatheti- 
cally and it called for the Assembly to 
declare that it made a mistake last year 
and to reverse its claim “that segregation 
in itself is wrong or un-Christian.” L. 
H. Eikel, Lake City, Fla., pastor, was the 
spokesman for the 7-man minority. 

J. Wayte Fulton, Miami, wanted an ad 
interim committee to deal with the dis- 
puted matter, making sure that all shades 
of opinion were represented. 

The initial debate was on this point— 
whether to deal with the question in the 
Assembly or pass the buck. Charles L. 
King, Houston, Texas, pastor and former 
Moderator, called for immediate action. 
He said the issue had been before com- 
petent committees with the respective 
points of view. The issue he said is 

“too serious for a delay of a year to in- 
tervene. ... This is the time right now 
for us to face the issue. The points on 
which they do not agree are just as clear 
as they can be. The vote in the commit- 
tee was 33-7. The issue is just this: Our 
brethren on the minority believe we ought 
to have peace and we ought to have it by 
saying nothing. They think the General 
Assembly ought not to have said anything 
about segregation. If we fai] to take this 
action, the people of our church will have 
a great uncertainty as to where this court 
stands... .” 

Wm. H. Crane, missionary to the 
Congo, said the issue is crucial not only 
for the South but for the world. The 
action of last year, he said, is one of the 
great prophetic utterances of our church. 
He told of the appeal of Communism and 
Mohammedanism in Africa and the force 
of their appeal “because they recognize 
no division of society on the basis of 
color.” He said: 


“On the mission field, we are losing 
our freedom to proclaim the gospel be- 
cause of our disobedience to the commands 
of our Lord, because of a policy that calls 
for a community based on racial patterns. 
. . » The whole church is gathered up in 
this challenge to obedience, to let the chal- 
lenge of the cross cut across your own 
lives as it does across that of some of your 
missionaries. 

“T leave for the Congo next week and 
I'd like to go back with the knowledge that 
my church has entered into the revolu- 
tionary age and backs us up on the mis- 
sion field. I plead with you for a clearly 
expressed mandate that we may express a 
new obedience to our Lord.” 

The substitute calling for reference to 
a committee was defeated. Then the 
question was called on substituting the 
minority report for the majority and the 
minority was refused 287-93. 


Protest and Answer 

Next morning the Assembly was pre- 
sented a protest signed by 26 commis- 
sioners by Cecil D. Brearley, Jr., object- 
ing to calling the question on the substi- 
tution of the minority report. It was 
charged that time for discussion should 
have been allowed before the question 
was called. 


E. T. Thompson moved that a com- 
mittee be named to answer the protest. 
The Moderator named Dr. Thompson, 
Dr. King and A. Walton Litz. The re- 
ply to the protest was later adopted by 
the Assembly declaring that the Assem- 
bly action was purely procedural, as it 
decided which report it would debate: 
that it had no intention of shutting off 
or limiting debate on it; that the As- 
sembly “decided that it would consider 
the majority report and a full debate was 
engaged in,” with both proponents and 
opponents given full opportunity to 
speak. 

Alton J. Shirey, Cullendale, Ark., al- 
though a member of the minority, urged 
the Assembly to go ahead and adopt the 
report as a whole without debate. He 
said: 

“I know when I’ve been licked. .. . You 
have demonstrated that you have ample 
power to do as you wish about any point 
in this report. The more it is debated the 
more faces will be rubbed in the dirt. 
You won’t change any minds... . I plead 
with you not to cut off the puppy’s tail an 
inch at a time.” 

But the Assembly did debate it. Mr. 
McNutt wanted the items dealt with sep- 
arately and when this is requested by 
two or more commissioners it must be 
done. 

Dr. Bell moved that the annual report. 
“Unity in the Church with Diversity,” be 
“received as information”—that is, with- 
out expression of approval or disapproval 
—and printed in the minutes. He said 
some of the expressions in it did not re- 
flect true points of view. For instance, 
he said, he knew of no one who believes 
that ministers hold to a theory of verbal 
inerrancy in the sense meant in the report. 
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The motion was passed without oppo- 
sition. 


Two Hour Debate 


Then came debate of nearly two hours 
on segregation itself, in terms of the an- 
swer to the overtures. S. H. McCall, 
Troy, N. C., elder, said such a declara- 
tion as the Assembly made on the subject 
is hypocritical. Proponents, he said, have 
little expectation of putting non-segrega- 
tion principles into practice. He said 
he could not go back home and say to 
his church that from its beginning it has 
been advocating a sinful practice. 

C. Rees Jenkins, Fayetteville, N. C., 
chaplain at Ft. Bragg, said many Chris- 
tians are, like the early disciples, behind 
closed doors because of fear—perhaps 
fear of the Negro. Attitudes at home 
affect the work abroad. A onetime mis- 
sionary to Japan, he said he had been 
asked by Japanese: Why don’t you go 
back and Christianize your own people? 
The drawing of men to Christ is being 
slowed up by our attitude toward other 
races. We may get our faces rubbed in 
the dirt because this is not popular at 
home, but it is a part of bearing the re- 
proach of Christ. 

An Asheville, N. C., elder, E. G. Rob- 
erts, said a former missionary to Korea 
had urged him to oppose the segregation 
action. If it prevails, he said, it will 
hurt the colored man. It is Pharisaical, 
he said, because we stand here but over 
here we do something else. 

I. S. deLugo, San Antonio pastor, said 
he is of Spanish-Moorish descent, born 
in Puerto Rico and living in Texas. He 
said, “I am as much a Presbyterian as if 
I had been born in Scotland.” Mr. 
deLugo said: 

“If religious beliefs do not influence so- 
cial behavior then we might as well leave 
them aside. If this report is rejected, 
then the General Assembly would be tell- 
ing the world that we have a religion that 
does not reach into a man’s social be- 
havior. It is good for church but not for 
the street. . . . In Puerto Rico, if I had 
known what I know now (about the prac- 
tice of the church) I would not have ac- 
cepted Christ.” 

T. P. Horger, Laurel Hill, Fla., said 
he had been “around colored all my life” 
and that despite laws or pronouncements 
they “will always gravitate toward their 
own.” He said he had asked many 
people, white and Negro, before he came 
to the Assembly how they felt on the 
issue and they said they were against any 
change. 

The question will never be decided on 
the basis of the majority opinion of either 
race, said R. G. Hutcheson, Lexington, 
Va. In the South, he said, the Bible 
position is not the popular opinion at 
the present time. He said it is essential 
to recognize that segregation is un-Chris- 
tian—in the church more than anywhere 
else. He said he “rejoiced that our 
church is reaching out on this issue and 
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that my Session stands with me, and that 
we do not fall back upon tradition in- 
stead of the word of God.” 

Cecil D. Brearley, Jr., Columbia, S. C., 
opposed the report and charged that the 
1954 Assembly sought to bind the con- 
science of individuals by its action. He 
said the Scriptural principle, “Ye shall 
know them by their fruits” showed that 
following last year’s action integration 
in churches had come in only rare in- 
stances, that the declaration had caused 
disunity in the church, lowering of the 
esteem of the people for the General As- 
sembly, hurt the evangelistic effort and 
damaged the Negro Work campaign. 

Carl W. McMurray, Marion, N. C., 
pastor, said there are “great God-ordain- 
ed boundaries” that the church must not 
transgress. One is that of church and 
state, another is that of individual con- 
science, and a third is between the races. 
He illustrated the latter by pointing to 
differences between male and female but 
he did not suggest that segregation should 
be practiced between them. He said he 
stood for moderation and did not want to 
be at any extreme. 


The Word Is “Enforced” 

A Texas elder, John H. Hill of Texas 
City, who served on the standing com- 
mittee on Christian Relations said: 

“I thank my God that the Lord Jesus 
Christ came into this world not to tell 
his children what they wanted to hear 
but what his father in heaven wanted 
them to hear. The real issue of segrega- 
tion before this body has been misunder- 
stood. The real issue is the difference be- 
tween enforced and voluntary segrega- 
tion. You and I have been blessed with 
the latter. We voluntarily segregate our- 
selves even from some of our white breth- 
ren. All that is asked here has to do with 
enforced segregation. ... To infer what 
is said by those who oppose this action is 
to infer that God is limited. ... For any- 
body to assume that men or counsels of 
men can command is to put them in the 
place of God.” 

The committee chairman, Albert C. 
Winn, was given the privilege of speaking 
after the question had been called. He 
had not tried to speak earlier in view 
of the right of the chairman to make the 
concluding statement. He began his re- 
marks dealing with Biblical bases and 
pointing out that the kind of segregation 
supported by the Bible was on a religious 
rather than a racial basis. He was stopped 
by the Moderator who suggested that a 
chairman should make a summarizing 
statement. (His complete talk will ap- 
pear here next week.) 

Prayer was requested and it was led by 
Paul M. Watson, Hopkinsville, Ky., and, 
just before the vote, by the Moderator. 
Dr. Richards prayed for “grace to respect 
the convictions of our brethren and also 
for courage to vote for the truth as thou 
givest us to see the truth.” 

The vote condemning segregation show- 
ed a gain of 60—293-109 compared with 
last vear’s vote of 236-169. 


Christian Education 

R. T. L. Liston, Bristol, Tenn., pre- 
sented the Christian Education report 
Tuesday morning. Robt. L. Peters, 
Kingsport, Tenn., appealed for continued 
support at Stillman College. 

A resolution introduced earlier called 
for a study of the advisability of As- 
sembly contributions to the theological 
seminaries in addition to support by 
the synods. This is to be studied by the 
Higher Education Division in consulta- 
tion with the Advisory Committee on Ed- 
ucation. 

Montreat College issues consumed the 
rest of the morning and most of the after- 
noon. ‘Two reports with recommenda- 
tions had been introduced Saturday after- 
noon and referred to the standing com- 
mittee. An ad interim committee called 
for operation of a junior college at Mon- 
treat that would specialize in training for 
church vocations. This would be a branch 
of the Assembly’s Training School. Fol- 
lowing this the Montreat trustees offered 
a report with recommendations that the 
Assembly take full responsibility for 
Montreat and contribute $50,000 a year. 

These papers were given to the stand- 
ing committee on education which came 
to Tuesday’s session with a 26-8 recom- 
mendation that the Assembly make no 
appropriation and with the declaration 
that it “does not claim any authority for 
the government of any educational insti- 
tution to be operated at Montreat; and it 
disclaims any finacial responsibility for 
any such educational institution.” Sam 
M. Houck, Wilmington, N. C., presented 
the report. 

These recommendations were finally 
approved. 

Dr. Liston appealed to the Assembly 
to take a clear, decisive stand on the 
question. Any other is unjust to the Mon- 
treat administration. 

Dr. Bell urged deferment of action. 
David M. Currie moved that the Assem- 
bly declared itself willing to hear requests 
for funds when the Assembly is requested 
to name the trustees directly. (They are 
appointed now by trustees of the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association who are respon- 
sible to the Assembly.) 


A Stepchild 

Eldon D. Wilson, Richmond, Va., who 
served on the ad interim committee study- 
ing the college, was called upon to dis- 
cuss the problem. He explained the 
thoroughgoing work of the committee. 
Montreat College, he said, is a stepchild. 
The present relationship is unhappy, un- 
fruitful and should be clarified. The col- 
lege does not have even the minimum 
requirements for accreditation. He said 
he would be unwilling for the Assembly 
to give more money per student than a 
seminary, for example, receives from its 
supporting synods. He said the Assem- 
bly should not operate an institution 
without accreditation or adequate funds. 
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Dr. Bell said he felt that the Assembly 
was on the verge of executing the college 
and he wanted to make a last request: 
that $50,000 be given as a final gift. 

Leslie Bullock, Flora Macdonald pro- 
fessor, said he was speaking entirely per- 
sonally. He opposed any step that would 
link the Assembly with the college. For 
41 years, he said, the Assembly had re- 
fused to support it except under specific 
and limited conditions when two grants 
were made. If the Assembly supports 
this college, then every college in the 
church will have an equal right to claim 
like support. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON 


A parliamentary tangle was resolved by 
withdrawing the $50,000 final-payment 
request until the Currie motion calling 
for Assembly appointment of trustees was 
settled. Dr. McGregor said trustees were 
elected as advised by the Assembly. If 
the Assembly wants them named in some 
other way, they will be elected as desired. 

Dr. King supported the Montreat Col- 
lege trustees and administration. He 
said that in doing so he found himself in 
opposition to many of the men he usually 
votes with on almost everything. If the 
standards insisted on for Montreat had 
been applied to other colleges years ago 
they could not have qualified. He said 
Montreat is a unique institution. He has 
served on two ad interim committees 
studying it. He doesn’t believe it is com- 
peting with other colleges. He favored 
the Assembly getting behind the college. 
Education experts say that in a few years 
we will have as many students in college 
as are now in high school and it would 
be unwise to close it. The college, he 
said, is paying the penalty today for what 
was done before the people now there had 
anything to do with it. Some of you 
won't like what I am going to say, but 
there is an atmosphere there that I don’t 
find anywhere else in the Southern Pres- 
byterian church that I have ever visited. 
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I’m for saving Montreat College and for 
the Assembly getting behind it and mak- 
ing something out of it. 

Price H. Gwynn, dean at Flora Mac- 
donald, was stimulated by this speech to 
make a statement. He explained that 
most of his life has been devoted to 
Christian higher education. He opposed 
the principle of Assembly-support, say- 
ing that like handouts by the federal gov- 
ernment, it destroys local initiative. 
To make the college A-grade and fully 
accredited would call for a lot of money 
and complete reorganization. Subsidy 
for Montreat would call for the same for 
other colleges. As for the “atmosphere” 
mentioned by Dr. King, he said this was 
an invidious comparison and he issued an 
invitation to come to Flora Macdonald. 


Snake Handlers 

A Knoxville attorney, T. Mack Black- 
burn, made an appeal on behalf of the 
“mountain girls” and he said they should 
be saved from the snake handlers and the 
Holy Rollers. 

Roland Murray, Weatherford, Texas, 
opposed Assembly operation of the col- 
lege. He said Dr. King had spoken not 
with his “great mind but with his heart,” 
and the attorney’s appeal was on the basis 
of sentiment. Why, he asked, should 
the Assembly find itself in competition 
with all other colleges of the church? 
Montreat is a local college and not for 
the whole church. If you do not do some- 
thing positive about this, you will have 
to face it again. 

Wm. C. Brown, Guerrant, Ky., said 
there is an institution in Eastern Ken- 
tucky doing a unique job. He said that 
because mistakes have been made in the 
past, there is no need to continue them. 
He said he works and lives among the 
mountain people and he didn’t think the 
mountain girls would like to be character- 
ized as being saved from the snake han- 
dlers and Holy Rollers. “We are offering 
them Jesus Christ just as well as we know 
how.” 

H. E. Russell, Montgomery, Ala., said 
the college should be supported. The 
$50,000, he said, would not be taken from 
any other institution. He said it amounts 
to seven cents per member per year and 
it should receive more. 

Mr. Houck concluded the debate before 
the vote was taken, calling for continua- 
tion of the Assembly policy supporting no 
college. He called for a greater support 
of all colleges at the synod level. 

The motion to appropriate money when 
trustees are elected by the Assembly was 
defeated 166-146. Then Dr. Bell re- 
introduced his motion for a final appro- 
priation of $50,000. 

Dr. McGregor said the Assembly, by 
its action, was saying to close the college. 
There were intimations, he said, that the 
college is C-grade. What it needs, he 
went on, is stable support in order to 
receive accreditation. What, he asked, 


is $50,000 to the General Assembly? If 
the college does not operate, the winter 
program with its conference schedule will] 
be closed. Maintenance costs would rise, 

Dr. Bell said the appropriation “will 
give the students and faculty an oppor- 
tunity to make other arrangements if nec- 
essary and it will allow the trustees to 
raise other funds, if possible.” 

Mr. Houck thought it “only fair” to 
allow the $50,000 as a final appropria- 
tion. Mr. Brown asked if the Assembly 
could say it was a “final” appropriation 
and the Moderator replied that subse- 
quent Assemblies could not be bound. 

It was approved by voice vote. 


World Missions 

John M. Walker, Jr., Roanoke Rapids, 
N. C., reported for World Missions. He 
called attention to the ad interim study 
of world missions and the board’s reply 
(OvuTLOOK, May 16). With membership 
of the Assembly dwindling as adjourn- 
ment neared, interest was revived by two 
motions from the floor. 

One called for the replacement of J. 
E. Cousar on the Board of World Mis- 
sions. Dr. Cousar now serves the Inde- 
pendent Presbyterian Church of Savan- 
nah, Ga. Although he belongs to Savan- 
nah Presbytery the church has never been 
under its control. Although the church 
does not give to some of the church’s 
causes it contributes to its missions pro- 
gram and others. It is understood that 
Dr. Cousar’s name did not at first appear 
on the list of recommendations by the 
Assembly’s Nominating Committee but 
last-minute efforts restored it to that list. 

The Assembly retained his name on the 
board. 


Japan ICU 


The other action came when Edward 
Stirewalt, Herndon, Va., elder, moved: 

“That the General Assembly request 
the Board of World Missions to reap- 
praise during the year our church’s posi- 
tion toward the Japan International 
Christian University, in consultation with 
the Japan Mission (the church’s mission- 
aries there).” 

The standing committee had an invi- 
tation to participate in the ICU but, be- 
cause of the pressure of other items on its 
docket, did not get to consider it. 

John MacLeod, Keyser, W. Va., said 
much has happened since the ICU be- 
came a reality and it would be well to 
study the situation. 

Chas. McCroy, Dallas, and W. S. Pat- 
terson, Davidson, N. C., opposed. A 
motion to table lost 105-96. 

Holmes Rolston, Richmond, Va., said 
many people in the church had never been 
happy over the failure of the Board to 
cooperate with the ICU. This university, 
he said, may have great significance in 
the future development of Christianity in 
that land. Emil Brunner who has been 
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on the faculty says that its progress will 
be very much hampered if it does not get 
the support it needs. He said the motion 
simply asks for reappraisal. 

Dr. McGregor called for a statement 
by James A. Jones of the Board of World 
Missions. Dr. Jones said, If the Assem- 
bly wants this done, the Board will do it. 

‘The motion carried 144-73. 

As the report was about to be adopted 
as a whole, H. Kerr Taylor, Dallas, 
Texas, and a former World Missions ex- 
ecutive, made an appeal for a thorough 
study of the ad interim report on World 
Missions and the Board’s reply. Much 
has been said in the last few years about 
foreign mission policy. It is a good sign 
that people care enough about it. For- 
eign missions is not an exclusive concern 
of the Board. The response here this 
afternoon shows that these reports are 
having an effect. 

He said that new pressures around the 
world and new relationships between 
people are calling for new policies in 
missions. He said that what is done on 
the mission field is affected by what is 
done at home. ‘Every missionary goes 
with a question mark on him because he 
goes out of the South.” 


Committee Members 

In the midst of the missions report an 
inquiry was injected by A. M. Bowen, 
Newnan, Ga., about the membership of 
the standing committees. Should mem- 
bers of the Board and missionaries be 
allowed to participate in the work of the 
standing committee? He said he under- 
stood that two members of the Board on 
the’ committee were asked not to return 
to It. 

Mr. Walker said that after the first 
eight hours of work the two members 
had been requested not to return by a 
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representative of the Stated Clerk who 
said that a mistake had been made in 
assigning them to that committee. 

Dr. Scott, the Stated Clerk, explained 
that in granting the 1-2-3-4 requests of 
commissioners (who indicate their pref- 
erence as to committee service) an effort 
was made to keep committee or board 
members off standing committees that 
were reviewing their work. He said there 
is no rule of the Assembly about this but 
it is a matter of “common reasoning.” It 
was a result of mechanical handling of 
the problem that resulted in two mem- 
bers being on the missions committee, he 
said. 

Mr. Bowen said the help of Board 
members was needed. James E. Bear, 


Richmond, Va., identified himself as one 
of the men in question. He said that 
since his last attendance at the Assembly 
10 years ago the new system was devel- 
oped and he listed missions as a prefer- 
ence without thinking of any possible 
impropriety. Dr. Scott had no responsi- 
bility for it, he said. The committee had 
them stay but they did not vote on any 
issues and they recorded that fact. 

Mr. Walker said that, in addition and 
by invitation, the committee had the 
chairman of the Board (Dr. Elliott) and 
Dr. Jones and “a great many of the staff” 
in its meetings. 

Dr. Scott said the Assembly’s reor- 
ganization program of several years ago 
called for a member of the respective 
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Boards as well as executives to be present 
in the standing committees. 

The words of thanks were read by Geo. 
E. Goodwin of Atianta. Edward V. 
Ramage, Birmingham, Ala., led the clos- 
ing worship and the Moderator declared 
the Assembly adjourned and pronounced 
the benediction at 5:44 p.m. 


Protestants Urged to 
Stress Evangelism 


RICHMOND, Va. (RNs) — Protestants 
were urged here to make evangelism ‘‘the 
central focus of our Church and our life 
and bring man and Christ face to face.” 

The appeal was made by Berlyn W. 
Farris of New York, executive secretary 
of the joint department of evangelism of 
the National Council of Churches. He 
addressed a preliminary conference held 
in connection with the annual meeting of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. here. 

“We are looking upon a day of re- 
surgent Protestantism,” Dr. Farris said. 
He noted that while Church membership 
has grown, “giving has grown twice as 
fast as the increase in membership.” 

Mass evangelism is becoming more 
popular, Dr. Farris said, and Protestants 
are coming to have a new understanding 
of what it can do. “Mass evangelism is 
coming back today in many places where 
it has been completely discredited,” he 
said. 

Fellowship and visitation evangelism 
also are working, Dr. Farris told the 
Southern Presbyterians. ‘“The results 
are there and the results are amazing.” 

“A great hope and a great challenge 
stand before us,” he added. ‘There is 
a spirit of eagerness, a spirit of readiness, 
a spirit of concern on the part of the 
people today.” 

Dr. Farris also pointed to the failures 
of the new evangelism, blaming some of 
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them on the clergy and others on laymen. 

“We preachers have so many little 
things to do, we don’t have time for the 
big things,” he said. “The average min- 
ister does not spend as much as one night 
a week doing specific evangelistic visit- 
ing. He doesn’t have time.” 

A minister must train others to do some 
of the work for him, Dr. Farris said. 
“He must become the kind of person who 
can train people to train people. As 
long as there is one person in our city 
who has not accepted Christ as his Sa- 
vior, our job of evangelism is not done.” 


Presbyterian Center 
Is Opened in Geneva 


GENEVA (RNS)—John Knox House, 
an ecumenical conference and_ study 
center sponsored by the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, was opened here in the 
presence of church leaders from several 
countries. 

The house, a renovated chalet, is named 
after the Scottish Reformer who studied 
and preached in Geneva at the time. of 
Calvin and helped found the Presby- 
terian family of churches. 

It will provide living accommodations 
for ten or twelve foreign students attend- 
ing colleges or universities in Geneva as 
well as rooms for transient guests. 

The center also will serve as a head- 
quarters and meeting place for about 20 
Presbyterian, USA, “fraternal workers” 
called to Europe by Reformed Churches 
in five countries for special assignments 
in inter-church aid and technical services. 

The conference program of the house 
will stress small, informal meetings of 
Protestant clergymen and laymen. 

Financial support for the center has 
been largely provided by the Montview 
Boulevard Presbyterian church, Denver, 
Colo. 

Resident director of John Knox House 
is the Rev. Ray W. Teeuwissen, an Amer- 
ican Presbyterian fraternal worker in 
Europe. He is a native of Rockford, 
Til. 
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W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, deliy- 
ered the inaugural address on the subject 
“Our Ecumenical Task in the Light of 
History.” 

The address launched a series of an- 
nual John Knox lectures to be given by 
distinguished Christians on the general 
theme of the present-day ecumenical tasks 
of the church. 

Special dedication ceremonies for the 
center also were held at which speakers 
included Arthur L. Miller, pastor of 
Montview Boulevard Presbyterian church, 
Denver. The prayer was offered by Paul 
Conord, general secretary of the French 
Reformed Church. 


UCYM Training Conferences 

Eghteen United Christian Youth 
Movement training conferences have been 
scheduled for this summer. These pro- 
vide training opportunities for youth and 
adult leadership in major areas of the 


U.S. A. They are planned as follows: 
Indiana, June 10-15.* 
Northwestern (Montana, N. & S. Da- 
kota, Wyo.), June 12-18. 
Colorado (Wyo., Utah), June 19-25. 
Ohio, June 20-25. 
Florida (Ga., Ala., S. C.), June 27- 


July 3. 

Iowa, July 17-23. 

Texas, July 24-30. 

Missouri, July 31-Aug. 4 

Pennsylvania, July 31-Aug. 7. 

Virginia, Aug. 1-7. 

South Central (Ala., Tenn., Ark., La., 

Ky., Miss.), Aug. 1-7. 

North Carolina, Aug. 6-13. 

Eastern (New England, N. J., N. Y.), 
Aug. 14-21. 

Kansas, July 31-Aug. 5. 

West Virginia, Aug. 8-14. 

Central (Wis., Minn., Ill., Mich.) 
Aug. 21-28. 

Chesapeake (Md., Del., Washington, 

D. C.), Aug. 27-Sept. 3. 

National (all state council leaders), 


Aug. 28-Sept. 4. 





*Further information as to conference 
sites, leaders, costs, etc., write: UCYM, 
79 E. Adams St., Chicago 3, Ill. 


If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Church, Lodge, Club, School, etc., in your town 
you will be interested in this modern Folding 
Banquet Table. Write for Catalog and special] 
discounts to institutions and organizations. 

¢ 
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USA MODERATOR 


Sees Three Major Problems 


Three major problems will concern 
USA Presbyterians during the year, in 
the opinion of the Assembly’s new Moder- 
ator, Paul S. Wright of Portland, Oregon. 

“In the first place,” he said in a Los 
Angeles interview, “‘we recognize the tre- 
mendous groundswell in religion. The 
church is aware of this and is moving 
strongly in the direction of evangelism. 
That’s its business. 

“Secondly, if it is to consolidate these 
new people and integrate them into the 
church, a great deal more will be required 
of its laity than ever before. 

“In the third place, there is a general 
advance in the direction of benevolences. 
This trend will continue with a $19,- 
000,000 budget, enthusiastically endorsed 
here.” 


Like the Tide 

Presbyterian reunion, he said, “is as 
inevitable as the tide.”” Asked about the 
defeat of the movement by the Southern 
(U. S.) presbyteries, he replied, “I am 
not certain we can speak of this as a loss. 
Like the tide, union is inevitable. The 
waves advance and recede, but the tide 
inexorably advances, and we are on an 
advancing tide. Eventually there will 
be a united church, including not only 
these three major denominations, but vir- 
tually all of American Prebsyterianism.” 

He said he had no idea when another 
union move would be initiated. 

“I know many, many people in the 
U. §. Church who are unhappy that the 
merger failed. It is only proper to let 
them do the work that right now needs 
to be done. I think our part is to wait 


with open arms and open doors for them.” 


An Anachronism 

On the question of ordination of wom- 
en, Dr. Wright pointed out that “‘a num- 
ber of people feel that to distinguish 
between men and women in this sense is 
an anachronism. 

‘In every other field,” he said, ‘“‘women 
do the things men do and do them just 
as well. The church is beginning to catch 
up with the world in this matter. We 
now ordain women as elders and to or- 
dain them as ministers would seem to 
follow.” 

Dr. Wright said “there is no doubt at 
all about the Presbyterian attitude” to- 
ward desegregation. “Our pronounce- 
ments have made it unequivocal and clear 
that the church stands for desegregation. 

‘We believe in a non-segregated church 
in a non-segregated country, and it is in 
that direction that we must move. It is 
there we will move.” 


Missionary Parents 

The new Moderator was born in Iran 
of missionary parents. He came to this 
country in 1910. He attended Wooster 
Academy and the College of Wooster, 
Ohio. His theological training was se- 
cured at McCormick Seminary, following 
two years in World War I. 

Now in his fifth pastorate, he serves 
Portland’s largest Protestant church— 
3,400 members. This is a downtown 
church which has adapted its program 
and buildings to meet the needs of a 
changing environment. Its advance steps 
in the support of the church’s benevo- 
lences have been notable. 


CHAPLAIN DESCRIBES TESTING 
FACING MEN IN ARMED FORCES 


Chaplain Frederick W. Brink of the 
U.S. Navy urged the Los Angeles Assem- 
bly to re-examine and re-evaluate church 
programs in relation to personnel in the 
armed services. 

“During the calendar year 1955,” he 
said, “more men will graduate from mil- 
itary service in the armed forces than 
from all of the high schools and colleges 
and universities of our nation put to- 
gether. 


“In 1919,” he went on, “there were 
4,000,000 veterans, in 1946 there were 
20,000,000, and in 1956 there will be 
40,000,000.” 

“I want to give you an idea of what 
the young men and women of your 
churches will face as they leave their 
home communities.” He continued: 
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Formative Period 

Let me sketch for you exactly what 
these young men are facing. They are 
entering the military service at the most 
formative period of their lives—in their 
late teens, when they are making the de- 
cisions that will shape their whole future. 
They are making decisions in this forma- 
tive period without the usual social re- 
straints. No parent will be around to 
note whether they come home at midnight 
or five in the morning. They will be 
making their decisions on their own with- 
out the restraints of the home. 

They will be making these decisions in 
a moral climate where they are exposed 
to good and bad in the extremes. To 
make the situation concrete, let me use 
some illustrations based on my own ex- 
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perience, for having spent three tours of 
duty in the Far East I can speak with 
first hand knowledge. 

Think of your church congregation at 
home. Pick out of that congregation five 
young men whom you know will soon be 
in the uniform of their country. Follow 
them in your imagination as they enter 
the service and then are assigned duty 
in the Far East. Of these five young men 
two, possibly three of them, will engage 
at some time in sexual relationships with 
a young lady who welcomes their atten- 
tion; at least one of them will establish 
living arrangements for the duration of 
his stay with the young lady, completely 
without thought of marriage; at least one 
of them will contract venereal disease 
while in the Far East; at least one will 
decide that the young lady he meets is 
the one he wants to marry and bring back 
to the states. Those are the cold, sober 
facts. 

These young people will be exposed to 
prostitution. They will be offered nar- 
cotics to such an extent that they will have 
to pay only 25¢ in American money value 
for a shot of 98 per cent heroin. They 
will be encouraged to participate in the 
“black market.” 


Decisions on Experience 

Unfortunately, all too often their de- 
cisions will be solely on the basis of ex- 
pedience. 

The criticism has been made of our 
Presbyterian Church that it has the most 
wonderful set of educational materials 
of any Protestant denomination, but that 
somewhere along the line in the program 
of the local church, there has been a fail- 
ure to convert information into motiva- 
tion. 

All too often these men feel that they 
are deserted by their church, forgotten 
by it while away. 

May I suggest that you go home to 
re-examine and re-evaluate your local 
church programs. Does it keep men tied 
to the home church? Does your program 
result in a commitment to walk in the 
footsteps of the Master, always, wherever 
they may have to go throughout the world, 
or is it just a matter of words and 
phrases ? 

The chaplain said there are more or- 
dained Presbyterian clergymen in the mil- 
itary chaplaincv than the number serving 
as foreign missionaries. 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


Strategic Air 
Command 


This thrilling drama of the U.S. Air 
Force’s Strategic Air Command has a 
valid story with good ethical and patriotic 
implications. It is a timely demonstra- 
tion of the strength and performance of 
our air defense equipment, the training 
and stamina of its personnel. Because of 
the technique employed in the photog- 
raphy and projection by the process of 
VistaVision and the complete illusion of 
reality through Technicolor, this film 
acquires heroic proportions, both in vis- 
ual grandeur and in action. The depth 
and size of the curvilinear screen provide 
untold possibilities for the flights of 
large planes in the “wild blue yonder,” 
the extension of the horizon, the infinite- 
ness of the heavens—truly a magnificent 
sight. 

The foreword to this Paramount Pro- 
duction states: 

“America today is watching her skies 
with grave concern. For in these skies 
of peace, the nation is building its defense. 
To the officers and men of the United 
States Air Force, to the strategic Air 
Command, whose cooperation is gratefully 
acknowledged, and to the young men of 
America who will one day take their places 
beside them, this motion picture is dedi- 
cated.” 

The story, with a double plot of U.S. 
Air Force spectacular action and the per- 
sonal concerns of those who make it 
possible, is worthy of the cause and of 
the medium used to display it. A big- 
league baseball player, at the height of 
his career and with greater material pros- 
pects in sight, is called back into the 
U.S. Air Force in which he served as 
officer pilot during World War II. His 
reluctance to accept the assignment and 
the disappointment of his young wife 
caused by the uprooting of their newly 
established home are understandable. 
They are soon involved in such big proj- 
ects, with the husband learning to fly 
the enormous planes, the swift propelled 
jets, being a part of a gigantic plan of 
defense, that they accept the challenge 
and live it out victoriously. 

Different aspects of the personal equa- 
tions in the lives of all the men serving 
in the S.A.C. are faced so that the deci- 
sions which have to made involve courage, 
thev also show the added strength mani- 
fested by men who have the freedom of 
choice. Some of these adult implications 
will be understood in all their desirability 
by young people. The intriguing views 
of the big planes, the details of fiving 
maneuvers, the long distance expeditions, 
the rescue techniques, the moving of a 
whole base’s personnel and large equip- 





*Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. 


ment in single huge planes, will interest 
young and old. 

The acting does full justice to the story, 
with James Stewart and June Allyson in 
one of their fine husband-and-wife team 
roles. FOR: Family. 


When “Suffer” 


4a 4a 
Means “Let 
By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


The word “‘suffer’’ is used by the King 
James Version of the Bible in two quite 
distinct senses. It is used, of course, to 
translate the Hebrew and Greek verbs 
which mean to endure hardship, pain, 
affliction, insult, penalty, and the like— 
there are 69 cases of its use in this, 
which is the primary sense of the word. 
But it is also used 60 times to translate 
Hebrew and Greek verbs which mean to 
let, allow, or permit. 

The Revised Standard Version elim- 
inates the use of the word “suffer” in 
the sense of let or permit, and retains it 
only when it is used in the sense of un- 
dergo or endure. It thus removes an 
ambiguity for which there is no warrant 
in the original languages. 

A little girl asked her mother, “Why 
does Jesus want little children to suffer?” 
The mother replied, “He doesn’t. What 
makes you think so?” The child said, 
“That is what they taught us in Sunday 
school today.” 

In the year 1952 two magazines of 
wide, national circulation carried poig- 
nant accounts of the sufferings of chil- 
dren in Korea, with the headline “Suffer, 
little children.” 

In the order for the baptism of infants 
contained in the manual published in 
1936 by one of our Protestant denomina- 
tions the text of Matthew 19:14 is printed 
as follows: 

And Jesus said, Suffer little children, 


And forbid them not to come unto me; 
For of such is the kingdom of heaven. 


By printing this verse in three lines 
as though it were poetry, and by omitting 
the comma which the King James Ver- 
sion has after ‘“‘forbid them not,” the 
expression “Suffer little children” is 
made to stand by itself as though it were 
an injunction to endure or tolerate little 
children. But the meaning in the Greek 
is unmistakably, “Let the children come 
to me, and do not hinder them.” 

It is to the credit of the Book of Wor- 
ship for the use of the Methodist Church 
that it adopted an unambiguous render- 
ing of this verse even before the publica- 
tion of the Revised Standard Version of 
the New Testament. 

The word “suffer” is rejected by all 
modern translations of this verse which 
I have consulted—Twentieth Century, 
Weymouth, Moffatt, Ballantine, Good- 
speed, Williams, Verkuyl, Confraternity, 
Torrey, Phillips, Rieu. 
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SIGNS OF NATIONAL DECAY 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for July 3, 1955 
Background: 2 Kings 23:31-24:7; Jeremiah 22,35 
Printed Text: Jeremiah 22:1-9,24-25 


Our lesson this week revolves about the 
prophet Jeremiah, who has been termed 
“the healthiest, strongest, bravest, gran- 
dest man of Old Testament history.” 

Jeremiah began his ministry during the 
reign of Josiah. Though naturally of a 
shrinking and sensitive disposition, he 
undertook, when he was a mere youth, to 
set himself against the popular tendencies 
of the day. He became an ardent sup- 
porter of Josiah’s reformation. The people 
of his own home town, and even the mem- 
bers of his own family, bitterly opposed 
his work (probably because it threatened 
their financial interests) and actually at- 
tempted to slay him. 

A few years later Josiah was drawn 
into an unfortunate war with Egypt, one 
of the two world powers of the day. At 
the battle of Megiddo, the pious king was 
slain, and his reformation came to a sud- 
den end. 


I. In the Reign of Shallum 

Shallum, or Jehoahaz, Josiah’s son, 
reigned for only three months and was 
deposed by Pharaoh-Necho, king of 
Egypt. ‘Weep not for him who is dead,” 
that is, Josiah, cried Jeremiah. True, 
he had been slain on the battlefield, but he 
had reigned in prosperity and uprightness 
for more than thirty years, and his fate 
was far preferable to that of his successor. 
Weep not for him who is dead, nor bemoan 

him; 
But weep bitterly for him who goes away, 
for he shall return no more 
to see his native land. 

For thus says the Lord concerning Shal- 
lum, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, who 
reigned instead of Josiah his father, and 
went away from this place: “He shall re- 
turn here no more, but in the place where 
they have carried him captive, there shall 
he die, and he shall never see this land 
again.”—Jeremiah 22:10-11. 


ll. In the Reign of Jehoiakim 


Having deposed Shallum, who repre- 
sented the pro-Babylonian party in 
Judah, Pharaoh-Necho placed his broth- 
er, Jehoiakim on the throne. To retain 
the support of Egypt, Jeroiakim was com- 
pelled to pay an annual tribute of one 
hundred talents of silver and one talent 
of gold, equivalent to nearly a half-mil- 
lion dollars in our money, but of far 
greater value. It constituted a heavy 
drain upon the resources of a small and 
impoverished nation. 

“Harsh and unfeeling, the new king 
took care to secure his throne by extorting 
the sums required from his subjects; his 
military force being apparently used to 
wring payment of the taxes imposed to 
raise it. No pity touched his heart; ab- 
sorbing self-indulgence, pride and despotic 
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violence were his characteristics. Aspir- 
ing to be a great king, he lavished expense, 
not only on his royal estate, but on costly 
buildings; adorning Jerusalem, as it after- 
wards seemed, before its impending ruin, 
as sacrifices were garlanded when about 
to be led to the altar.” (Geikie: Hours 
With the Bible) 


Josephus, the Jewish historian, says 
that Jehoiakim was “an unjust man and 
an evil doer, neither religious toward 
God, nor equitable towards men.” In 
II Chronicles 36:8 we read of his 
“abominations,” while Ezekiel described 
him as oppressive and cruel (19:5-7). 

Early in his reign Jeremiah felt di- 
vinely impelled to warn him, to point out 
that unless injustice was corrected the 
dynasty of David would come to an end. 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘Go down [from 
the temple, erected on the highest eleva- 
tion in the city] to the house of the king 
of Judah [south of the temple, and on 
lower ground] and speak there this word, 
and say, “Hear the word of the Lord, 
O King of Judah, who sit on the throne 
lel 

It is to be observed, of course, that the 
Old Testament prophets did not hesitate 
to address kings, to criticize governments, 
to deal with the moral issues involved in 
economic and political activities, to point 
out the inevitable results of all breaches 
of the moral law. It will be observed too 
that the great prophets are always the 
champions of the weak and the defence- 
less; they do not appear as spokesmen 
for the vested interests, or as defenders 
of the status quo. 

Jeremiah addressed his words not only 
to the king but also to his servants (i.e., 
his advisers, the members of his cabinet, 
the secretary of state, the secretary of the 
treasury and the like) and to “your 
people who enter these gates,” that is, his 
friends, the influential men of the nation, 
those who had his ear, those who were 
admitted to his presence. 

Even a despotic king is dependent 
upon those who surround him—for infor- 
mation, for advice, for support, and for 
the carrying out of his decisions. The 
danger is that politicians, or courtiers, 
or sycophants, or honest men blinded by 
their own interests will give him the 
wrong advice, will seek to use him for 
their own ends. Archbishop Roberts, a 
member of the Society of Jesus, recog- 
nizes that this is true even of the head 
of his church. Writes the Archbishop: 


“Dealing with human nature, he (the 
Pope) “has to contend with all the prob- 
lems throughout the universal church— 
including, of course, the Roman Curia— 
of careerism, laziness, vanity, vested in- 


terests, the servility that besets superiors 
even less exalted and isolated than a Pope. 
Recall the warning of a friend to a bishop 
on the day of his consecration: ‘You may 
never hear the truth again.’” (Black 
Popes, Sheed and Ward) 

And something of the same problem 
is found in every church, in every gov- 
ernment, including the democracies. All 
the more reason why channels of com- 
munication should be kept open—why a 
“loyal opposition” should be tolerated, 
why everyone in authority, and everyone 
who participates in democratic processes 
should be willing to consider both sides 
of every disputed question. 

Jeremiah warned the king, the titular 
ruler of his day, and his “servants” and 
friends, the men who actually shaped his 
opinions and formed his mind that they 
must choose between two ways, and that 
the future of their land depended on that 
choice. ‘Do justice (so the RSv, which 
here as elsewhere is clearer than the KJv) 
and righteousness, and deliver from the 
hand of the oppressor him who has been 
robbed.” 

Theft, robbery, crimes of violence are 
increasing year after year in America; 
but Jeremiah is not speaking of men who 
rob a bank; he is speaking of those who 
cheat and steal under the guise of legal- 
ity; of those who use or misuse their high 
office as a means of private gain. 

“Do no wrong or violence to the alien 
{unpopular minorities, with second- or 
third-class citizenship, lacking, therefore, 
the full protection of the law], the father- 
less and widow [the two groups least able, 
along with the aliens to defend themselves 
in the Old Testament times], nor shed 
innocent blood in this place.” 

(In Jeremiah 26:20-24 we read how 
Jehoiakim put to death with the sword 
a faithful prophet of the Lord named 
Uriah.) 

In these words Jeremiah describes one 
of the functions of every government— 
the protection of the weak, security of life 
and property, even-handed justice for all 
men and for every class. If the govern- 
ment is faithful in this respect, Jeremiah 
declares, it will endure. 

“Then there shall enter the gates of this 
house kings who sit on the throne of 
David [Jehoiakim and his successors; in 
other words there will be no overthrow 
of the Davidiec dynasty, through war or 
revolution], riding in chariots and on 
horses [in all the traditional pomp, and 
with the favor of the people], they and 
their servants and their people.” 

The political party that observes these 
elemental principles, Jeremiah might say 
to our own land, is apt to be retained in 
office. It is at least true that changes of 
administration on every level are fre- 
quently voted because the electorate is 
convinced that there is need for a political 
house-cleaning. 

“But if you will not heed these words,” 
continues the prophet, “I swear by my- 
self, says the Lord’’—regarded as the 
most binding pledge, for the Almighty 
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could swear by nothing higher—‘that 
this become a desolation.” 
So any government that fails to protect 
the fundamental liberties of its people 
will eventually fail. ‘For thus says the 
Lord concerning the house of the king 
of Judah: 
“You are as Gilead to me, 
as the summit of Lebanon.’ ” 


house shall 


Gilead, the land east of the Sea of 
Galilee, and Lebanon, Palestine’s loftiest 
mountain, were heavily wooded, symbols 
of fruitfulness. So God is prepared to 
favor the nation if the government is a 
just one; otherwise the lands shall become 
a desert, like an uninhabited city. 

“I will prepare destroyers against you, 

each with his own weapon.” 

In II Kings we read of destroying 
bands of Syrians, Moabites and Am- 
monites who invaded the land; but it is 
the Babylonians and Chaldeans that 
Jeremiah had primarily in mind—the 


peoples that ultimately brought the 
Southern Kingdom to its end. If Jere- 


miah were writing in our own day he 
would probably have the Communists in 


mind. 
and they shall cut down 
choicest cedars, 
and cast them into the fire.” 


youl 


The choicest cedars were the chief men 
of state, the ruling class. So the Com- 
munists when they take possession of a 
land, today, proceed to liquidate all of 
those who might serve as leaders of or 
spokesmen for disaffection. 


“And many nations will pass by this 
city, and every man will say to his neigh- 
bor, ‘Why has the Lord dealt thus with 
this great city?) And they will answer, 
‘Because they forsook the covenant of the 
Lord their God, and worshipped other 
gods and served them.’ ” 


Many empires, many civilizations have 
risen and then fallen, beyond repair. His- 
torians cannot always agree on the final 
explanation of their decline. Perhaps if 
all the facts were known it might be 
found in every case that those in positions 
of leadership had disregarded the moral 
law which God has written into the very 
constitution of the universe. 
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The Wrong Choice 

Unfortunately Jehoiakim, like so many 
rulers of other days and our own, was 
not impressed by Jeremiah’s warning. 
The nation was impoverished by the 
heavy tribute which it was required to pay 
to Egypt, but that did not check the 
king’s taste for luxury and ostentation. 
He wanted a palace as modern, as lux- 
urious, as other kings. He did not have 
the funds to indulge his vanity, so a levy 
was made and the people were forced to 
labor without remuneration to build him 
a palace, one made out of the most expen- 
sive materials, with interior decorations 
of the latest fashion, and with a penthouse 
(the chambers referred to in 22:13-14 
were rooms built on the roof, cooler than 
the lower rooms, since the air came in 
through the lattices). 

“Do you think you are a king 

because you compete in cedar?’ 

So the prophet cried (22:15). The 
sin of Jehoiakim, savs W. H. Bennett in 
the Expositors’ Bible: 


“ 


. was that common to all govern- 
ments, the use of the authority of the state 
for private ends. This sin is possible not 
only to sovereigns and secretaries of state, 
but to every town councilor and every- 
one who has a friend on a town council, 
nay, to every clerk in a public office and 
to every workman in a government dock- 
yard. A king squandering public revenues 
on private pleasures and an artisan pil- 
fering nails and iron with an easy con- 
science because they only belong to the 
state, are guilty of crimes essentially the 
same. ... If Jeremiah had to deal with 
modern civilization, we might, perchance, 
be startled by his passing lightly over our 
religious and political controversies to 
denounce the squandering of public re- 
sources in the interests of individuals and 
classes, sects and parties.” 

Your father, Jeremiah went on to say, 
managed to enjoy life, but he did not 
omit the fulfillment of the duties for 
which as king he was responsible (vs. 
15). He was concerned with justice 
and righteousness, with the cause of the 
poor and needy. ‘‘‘Is not this to know 
me?’ says the Lord?” Well, is it? Not 
everyone seems to think so. They seem 
to think that we know God when we be- 
lieve the right doctrines. But the great 
prophets of the Old Testament, and our 
Lord himself, tell us that something more 
is involved (cf. Mt. 7:21). 

Jehoiakim, in contrast with his father, 
had “eyes and heart only for [his] dis- 
honest gain” (vs. 17). Such a man does 
not know God, whatever his profession, 
whatever his practice. 

Jeremiah’s final condemnation of Je- 
hoiakim, as preserved in 22:18-19, was 
delivered probably after the prophet’s 
decisive break with the king. 

In the year 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, defeated Pharaoh- 
Necho, king of Egypt, in the decisive 
battle of Carchemish. As a result, the 
balance of world power was _ altered. 
Babylon replaced Egypt which had in 


turn succeeded Assyria as the dominant 
power in Western Asia. Judah was 
forced to pay an even more oppressive 
tribute than had been exacted by Egypt. 

Jeremiah, who by now had been ban- 
ished from the city, wrote out the solemn 
warnings which he previously delivered, 
and gave it to his secretary, a man named 
Baruch, to read before the people, in 
the hope that even yet the calamity which 
he saw to be impending might be averted 
(chapter 36). Some of the king’s coun- 
cilors had Baruch brought before the 
king. He listened to the reading of a 
few leaves and then cut them off with 
his pen knife and thrust them into the 
fire and continued to do so until the en- 
tire roll was consumed. He then ordered 
the prophet and his secretary to be taken 
into custody, in order that his words 
might be discounted in the nation. But 
both were well hidden and the order was 
never put into effect. 

It was probably after this that Jere- 
miah pronounced the final doom of 
Jehoiakim (22:18-19): 

“They shall not lament for him, saying 

‘Ah my brother,’ or ‘Ah, sister.’ 


They shall not lament for him, saying, 
‘Ah lord’, or ‘Ah his majesty.’ 


In other words, no one would mourn 
his passing, none would even give him 
his respect. 


“With the burial of an ass he shall be 
buried. ...” 


An ass’s body was left on the ground 
to be devoured by vultures; so Jehoia- 
kim’s body would be left dishonored upon 
the ground. 


lll. In the Reign of Conich 


Jehoiakim was succeeded on the throne 
by his son Coniah, otherwise known as 
Jehoiakim, who continued his father’s 
policy of rebellion against Babylon, a 
policy which Jeremiah warned would 
prove fatal for Judah. We shall return to 
his reign in a later lesson. Our printed 
lesson however contains one of Jeremiah’s 
oracles against this unwise son of an 
unworthy father. A king’s signet ring 
in that day was not only a costly orna- 
ment, but also his badge of office. It was 
used therefore to signify something ex- 
ceedingly precious. Even if Coniah was 
as precious in God’s sight as the signet 
ring on his right hand, warns Jeremiah, 
his political policy is bound to prove 
disastrous for himself and for the nation 
(22:24-30). 

Perhaps this idea should be put along- 
side the one emphasized in the earlier 
part of the lesson. A government that 
does not promote the welfare of all its 
citizens will ultimately fall. An unwise 
policy at home or abroad can also prove 
fatal. We need statesmen who have both 
integrity—and wisdom. 





Quotations are from the Revised Standard Version. 
Lesson title and Scripture copyrighted by the Division 
of Edneation, National Council of Churches. 
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THE CHURCH’S CONTRIBUTION 
TO CRIME 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“These you ought to have done, without 
neglecting the others.”—Matthew 23:23. 


METHODIST church in the val- 

ley of Virginia, so the story goes, 
was making its report at the annual Con- 
ference. So many meetings held, so many 
revival services, so many births and mar- 
riages and deaths, so many conversions— 
and so many barrels of whisky. ‘What 
is this?” roared the Bishop. 

“Well, sir,” the pastor explained, “‘that 
whisky was made within a mile of the 
church, by our local moonshiners, and 
we figured if the church couldn’t stop it 
we ought to take some of the credit for 
iy 

It is among the ABCs of ethics that if 
you don’t prevent, or even try to prevent, 
what you could have prevented, you are 
in part responsible for that thing’s hap- 
pening. 

So the church cannot escape the re- 
sponsibility for crime she makes no 
effort to stop. 

Of course the church talks about crime. 
What minister has not used crime sta- 
tistics as an effective sermon illustration? 
What church can be found to say a good 
word for the underworld? But we too 
easily believe—if we think about it at all 
—that all that Christians can do about 
crime is (a) to preach against it and 
(b) to shout for law-enforcement. 

A few churches do more than this. 
They see that chaplains are appointed to 
penitentiaries and sometimes to jails. 
Deputations are sent on Sunday after- 
noons to sing hymns and perhaps to 
preach a sermon. Also the Ministerial 
Association, or persons inspired by it, 
will keep an eye on penal institutions to 
see that they are at least sanitary and 
not too cruel. All this is good, and it 
would not have been done except for some 
who have taken seriously that word of our 
Lord, “I was in prison, and you came 
me...” 


UT Christian work among prisoners 

is the least effective way of doing 
something about crime and criminals. 
Even if every church everywhere had a 
“jail team” singing gospel songs every 
afternoon to some captive audience, we 
should not be touching the problem where 


the Christian touch would do the most 
good, 
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Every jail sentence has a before-and- 
after. Nobody in jail was born there, 
nobody expects to die there. If we really 
want to help criminals not to be crim- 
inals, then we shall have to think more 
and work more before these jail sentences 
and after them. 


It is a well-known fact that criminals 
almost always get started in their teens. 
Nobody is born a criminal. But between 
birth and the dangerous age, and at the 
dangerous age, the kind of home, or what 
passes for a home, in which the boy or 
girl lives, supplies most of the antidote 
to the criminal urge which (Presbyterians 
believe) will develop in most children if 
given enough encouragement. The best 
insurance against crime is a good home 
for the potential criminal. 


The best thing the church can do to 
prevent crime is to develop the kind of 
homes in which criminals do not grow 
up. 

But—you will say—hasn’t the church 
always done this? Isn’t it doing this 
now? To be sure, but only in a limited 
way. We Presbyterians have to confess 
that we are in the main a one-class 
church. We run away from the very 
people who need help most. 

Why are city churches moving to the 
suburbs? Because people have stopped 
living down town? Not by any means. 
There are as many people living down 
town as ever, there are six families liv- 
ing where one lived before. But they are 
not “our kind” of people, so we move out. 
Not that Suburbia does not need the gos- 
pel, not that Suburbia’s children are 
crime-proof. 

But why should the church turn its 
back on the very people who find it most 
difficult to maintain good homes? Why 
should Christian people be as indifferent 
as most of us are, to the economic condi- 
tions that create the slums? 

Every boy or girl who gets in trouble 
with the law, and never gets out of trouble 
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very long, is a boy or girl who lacked the 
kind of home which only the church could 
have helped create. Every young crim- 
inal-in-the-making is a living witness to 
the failure of Christians and the Chris- 
tian church, somewhere. 


HERE is also the other end of jail 
and prison sentences. Any number of 
people will sing to prisoners, or preach at 
them, and a few will really try to bring 
them to Christ. But as a criminal court 
judge has said, the hardest part of a 
man’s sentence comes after he gets out, 
a “free” man. He discovers he is an 
unwanted man—and an even more hope- 
less figure is an unwanted woman. Church 
people are notoriously slow in hiring the 
ex-jailbird. 
How many churches have commit- 
tees, or even one man, interested in 
finding jobs for former prisoners? 


Many a man wants to go straight, but 
not being anywhere given a chance to do 
so, drops back to a job in the only world 
where he is welcome, the underworld. 
He becomes a recidivist, a repeater, an 
“incorrigible” criminal. But wherever in 
America today there is a man or woman 
in jail or penitentiary, or wanted by the 
police, an old offender who could have 
been salvaged once by the simple oppor- 
tunity of earning an honest living, there 
is another contribution of the church to 
crime. 

When we don’t cut crime off at its 
source, and when we refuse to help men 
take their place as decent men in a de- 
cent world, there we of the church are 
guilty before God of helping to cause 
and perpetuate the very crime we pub- 
licly bewail. God can hardly think well 
of our tears. 
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CHANGES 

E. L. Coon, Jr., from Seagraves, Texas, 
to 1101 Pile St., Clovis, N. M. 

David B. Watermulder from 
town, N. Y., to the First church, 
Park, Ill. 

Rueul E. Johnson from Hightstown, 
N. J., to the First church, Independence, 
Mo. 

H. Barry Keen from White Hall, Md., 
to the First church, Hightstown, N. J. 

Cc. R. Tapp, Summerville, S. C., will be- 
come pastor of the Seneca, S. C., church 
July 3. 

J. Leighton Scott, West Memphis, Ark.. 
is to become pastor of the Everglades 
church, Belle Glade, Fla., in mid-July. 

Rice Lardner recently preached his last 
sermon as pastor of the Olathe, Kans., 
church. He will re-enter the practice of 
law in Olathe about July 1. 

B. Herman Dillard, Augusta, Ga., 
has accepted a call to the Abbeville, S. C., 
church. 

Albert S. Johnstone from Natchez, 
Miss., where he has been supplying the 
church, to 3518 Moss Side Ave., Rich- 
mond 22, Va. 

John K. Johnson from University, Miss., 
to 1750 Union Ave., Memphis 4, Tenn. 

J. Earl Adkins from Lancaster, S. C., 
to 514 Blvd. Rd., Sumter, S. C., July 1. 

Emmett A. Ehlers from Jeanerette, La., 
to 815 N. Green St., Pensacola, Fla., West- 
minster church. 

Dean A. Bailey from Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, to 4152 Club Dr., N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 

James D. Caldwell from Liberty, Texas, 
to 4831 Simpson, Groves, Texas. 

Collier S. Harvey, Jr., from Richmond, 
Va., to the Oak Grove church, Hillsboro, 
W. Va. 

John Clayton, formerly minister to stu- 
dents, Columbia, Mo., is to become pro- 
duction supervisor for films, film-strips 
and recordings of the Methodist Radio 
and Film Commission, Nashville, Tenn., 
September 1. 

Robert L. Montgomery from Spencer, 
W. Va., to Montreat, N. C., for the school 
for new missionaries. 

U. A. Brogden trom Birmingham, Ala., 
to Dyer, Tenn. 

John D. Yundt from Mulberry, Ind., to 
Rt. 1, Alton, Ill., where he is to be pastor 
of the Salem church, July 1. 

David A. MacLennan, formerly of the 
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Yale Divinity School, has been installed 
as pastor of the Brick church, 121 N. 
Fitzhugh St., Rochester 14, N. Y. 

Ralph M. Martin, Larned, Kans., is to 
serve the Camden-Somerville, Ohio, 
churches. 

Glenn L. Rice, formerly of Seward, 
Neb., is to serve the Maple Hill church, 
Kansas City, Kans. 

Milton G. Walls, Jr., Hightstown, N. J., 
has been called as director of Christian 
education and assistant pastor of the 
Topeka, Kans., Westminster church. 

Arnold E. Kuhl, St. Clairsville, Ohio, 
will become associate director of Chris- 
tian education for the Synod of Pennsyl- 
vania, Harrisburg, July 1. 


DCEs 

Blanche Robertson, who has been di- 
rector of Christian education in the First 
church, San Antonio, Texas, has begun 
her new work as DCE at the Wynnewood 
church, Dallas, Texas. 


BOOK 

Dale Hedrick Ratliff, Pomeroy, Ohio, 
is the author of a book of sermons, “The 
Challenge of Christ,” just published by 
Exposition Press, New York. 


FURLOUGHS 

Missionaries expected to return home 
on furlough include the following: 

Katheryne Thompson from Japan, July 
11; Mr. and Mrs. Jule C. Spach and family 
from Brazil in early June; Margaret Lis- 
ton has returned from the Congo; Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Shepard and family from the 
Congo in mid-June; Dr. and Mrs. Mark 
Poole and daughter from the Congo also 
in mid-June. 

Returning from furloughs will be: 

To Belgian Congo: Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
F. Stockwell, June 18; Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
J. Anderson, Dr. Gladys Smithwick, July 
2; the John Knox Millers, and the Day 


Carpers, July 6; the Wm. H. Cranes, July 
18. 


Long: U. P. Moderator 


George A. Long, president of Pitts: 
burgh-Xenia Theological Seminary, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., since 1943, was named 
Moderator of the United Presbyterian 
General Assembly at Monmouth, II]. 

Dr. Long, now 70 years old, resigned! 
the seminary presidency this year. He 
is to be succeeded by Professor Addison 
H. Leitch. q 


Hubert C. Noble Named to 
Christian Education Post 


New York (RNs)—Hubert C. Noble, 
chaplain and associate professor of re 
ligion at Occidental College, Los Angeles, 
was named general director of the Na 
tional Council of Churches’ Commission 
on Christian Higher Education here. 

He will take over the post on Aug. 15, 
succeeding Raymond F. McLain who re- 
cently became president of American 
University in Cairo, Egypt. 

Dr. Noble will supervise the work of 
five separate units of the National Coun-' 
cil that are concerned with Christian em- 
phasis in higher education on college and 
university campuses as well as in theo- 
logical seminaries. 

A native of England, Dr. Noble is a 
graduate of Occidental College and 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
and did postgraduate work at Columbia’ 
University. Prior to joining Occiden- 
tal’s faculty in 1944, he was for eight) 
years pastor of a Presbyterian, USA, 
church in Downey, Calif. 
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